Progressive taxes were imposed, capital gains and estate taxes were applied to the wealthy, corporate profits were taxed -and the wealthy saw their shares of the wealth and income generated by the economy fall even as the real incomes of the mass of Canadians rose dramatically.
The neoconservative/neoliberal counter-revolution has its roots in the resentment of the wealthy, and of all owners of capital, about these concessions. In the 1980s the capitalist class, through the governments they dominated, began to take back the concessions they were forced to make to stop the popular class offensive of the post- Substitute top hats and frock coats for the silk suits, and horses and carriages for the limos, and dress the homeless and beggars in rags, and it is a page right out of a Dickens novel.
It is a social obscenity.
